iiuID*  S2U  y 


r 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SEISDON 

(STAFFORDSHIRE) 

★ 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1963 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SEISDON 

(STAFFORDSHIRE) 


★ 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1963 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  org/detai  Is/b30077485 


SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  (December,  1963) 


Chairman: 

Councillor  W.  C.  ALLPORT 


Vice-Chairman : 
Councillor  L.  M.  DENT 


T.  PREECE,  J.P.,  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 

H.  E.  WEAVER,  (Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council) 

R.  B.  WILLIAMS,  C.C.  (Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Council) 


Councillors  H.  BARR 

L.  J.  A.  BENNETT 
F.  A.  D.  COLLEY 
Mrs.  C.  DORE 
Mrs.  C.  GOULD 

F.  HIGGINS 

A.  E.  HUGHES 

G.  A.  JEFFRIES 
W.  R.  JENNINGS 
Mrs.  M.  W.  JONES 

A.  W.  KWIATKOWSKI 
Miss  E.  E.  LAURIE 
W.  H.  LEWIS 
K.  E.  MACKIE 
E.  J.  NICKLIN 
N.  H.  A.  PARSONS 
E.  ROBINSON 
J.  C.  SALMON 
E.  P.  S.  TEMPLE 
W.  K.  WRIGLEY 


3 


SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 


Name 

Qualifications 

Duties 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Alan  R. 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (1) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Kennedy 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

(Seisdon  R.D.C.)  for 

D.P.H. 

5/lltiis  of  the  week. 

(2) 

Assistant  County  M.O. 

(M.  &  C.W.),  School 
M.O.  and  general  duties, 
(Staffordshire  County 
Council)  for  ll/22nds  of 
the  week. 

(3)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Amblecote  U.D.)  for 
l/22nd  of  a  week. 

The  official  address  of  the  M.O.H.  is: 

c/o.  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 

Wombourn, 

Near  Wolverhampton,  % 

(Staffordshire). 

The  Telephone  Number  is  Wombourn  2454-8 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 

E.  H.  Roberts,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

H.  F.  Robinson,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Deputy  Cleansing  Superintendent  &  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  Draycott,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection,  Smoke 

Inspectors  Certificate. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  F.  Kelly,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(Duties  of  P.H.I’s. : — Statutory  Duties  prescribed  by  Sanitary 

Officers’  Regulations;  Public  Cleansing;  Petroleum  and  Shops  Acts). 

Clerical  Staff: 

D.  Nally 
Miss  J.  Harvey 
Miss  J.  Woodward 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1963. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  January,  1964.  Com¬ 
parative  tables  on  statistics  and  comments  are  given  in  the  related 
Sections  of  the  Report. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

D  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  diseases. 

G  Tuberculosis. 

H  Other  matters. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  rates  and  of  birth  rates  are  good 
and  reflect  the  excellent  environment  of  the  Rural  District.  The 
statistics  of  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  also  very  good. 

In  recent  months  the  statiticians  of  the  Health  Services  have  been 
studying  the  incidence  of  various  forms  of  Cancer  in  different  parts 
of  Great  Britain.  It  is  known,  for  instance,  that  there  is  a  relatively 
high  incidence  of  Cancer  of  the  stomach  in  north-west  Wales.  Also, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Tavistock  in  west  Devon  has 
observed  a  patchy  distribution  of  Cancer  in  west  Devon.  A  Radio¬ 
biologist  there  demonstrated  wide  variations  in  the  radioactivity  of 
local  water  supplies.  Some  vegetables  grown  in  these  areas  of  the 
high  Cancer  incidence  had  been  shown  to  contain  a  noxious  quantity 
of  lead  and  to  have  a  high  degree  of  radioactivity.  All  this  is  still 
under  investigation. 
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Mr.  F.  Bagley,  our  Surveyor,  has  very  kindly  given  me  his  advice 
on  the  geological  formations  of  the  Midlands.  He  has  pointed  out 
that  the  geological  formations  in  the  West  Midlands  were  laid  down 
by  an  inland  sea,  and  comprise  largely  sand  stories.  In  contra 
distinction  the  mineral  strata  in  west  Devon  include  concentrations 
of  copper,  tin,  lead  and  silver  which  are  mixed  up  witii  the  soil  and 
therefore  absorbed  by  vegetables  and  possibly  involved  in  water 
supplies.  There  are  in  west  Devon  certain  areas  of  high  Cancer 
incidence. 

In  contrast  to  west  Devon  the  statistics  of  Cancer  incidence 
for  the  Seisdon  Rural  District  are  very  favourable.  I  have  cal¬ 
culated  that  in  our  Rural  District  we  have  an  incidence  of  about 
5/9ths  of  what  one  would  expect  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 
This  calculation  is  based  on  the  death  rate  per  million  population 
of  England  and  Wales,  from  various  forms  of  Cancer. 

In  England  and  Wales  a  million 

population  would  give  rise  to  2,177  Cancer  Deaths,— 
and  then  one  would  expect 
40,000  population  (Seisdon 

Rural  District)  to  give  37  Cancer  Deaths. 

Actually  the  number  of  deaths  in  Seisdon  Rural  District  in 
1963  from  Cancer  of  various  sites  was  50. 

i.e.  In  1963 

Actual  Deaths — Male  29  (includes  12  deaths  from 

Cancer  of  the  Lung) 

,,  ,,  Female  21 

,,  ,,  Total  50 

Expected  Number  87 

Also  in  1962 

Actual  Deaths  Male  23  -  Expected  Deaths  Male  47 
,,  ,,  Female  25  -  Expected  Deaths  Female  39 

Total  deaths  occurring  48  -  Expected  Total  86 

These  figures  give  an  actual  incidence  of  5/9ths 
of  what  one  would  expect  from  the  figures  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Especially  in  regard  to  Cancer  of  the  Lungs  in  Males. 

If  a  million  population  gave  rise  to  908  deaths  from  Cancer  of 

the  Lung,  then  40,000  population  should  give  rise  to  36  deaths 

from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  in  Males. 
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Actually ,  the  Seisdon  Rural  District  had  only  12  deaths  from 
Cancerof  the  Lung  in  Males  in  1963. 


These  are  very  interesting  and  encouraging  statistics,  provocative 
of  thought  and  observation  for  the  future. 


During  the  last  three  years,  residents  of  the  Rural  District  have 
experienced  brown  discolouration  of  their  water  supplies  for  relatively 
short  periods  of  an  hour  to  half  a  day’s  duration,  and  these  have 
occurred  at  two  widely  distant  situations  within  the  Rural  District 
1  must  here  record  appreciation  of  the  advice  and  co-operation  which 
we  have  received  from  two  of  the  major  Water  Undertakings  in  our 
District.  At  the  same  time  one  must  say  that  when  this  brown 
discolouration  occurs,  in  so  far  as  our  testing  and  analysis  has  been 
able  to  determine,  then  at  those  times  the  water  has  contained  exces¬ 
sive  amounts  of  iron  oxide  or  iron  compounds  and/or  excessive 
amounts  of  sand.  Bacteriological  tests  at  the  coincident  time  have 
demonstrated  that  the  water  is  free  from  bacteria  so  that  it  appears  to 
be  a  chemical  problem  only.  My  purpose  in  drawing  attention  to  this 
problem  at  the  moment  is  to  suggest  that  flushing  out  of  water  pipes 
is  not  a  permanent  solution,  and  just  as  roads,  houses  and  motorcars 
wear  out  and  have  to  be  replaced,  so  perhaps  now  the  time  has  come 
for  some  of  these  major  water  pipe  lines  also  to  be  replaced  by  new 
modern  pipe  lines  and  filtration  plants.  This  will,  no  doubt,  be  an 
expensive  business  but  I  would  estimate  that  some  of  our  present 
functioning  water  pipelines  were  laid  down  as  long  ago  as  1900. 


It  has  been  our  experience  in  the  last  two  to  three  years  that  where 
we  find  families,  having  a  large  number  of  children,  moving  unofficially 
across  County  and  Local  Authority  boundaries,  that  it  is  these 
families  who  tend  to  set  up  persistent  problems  of  care  and  clean¬ 
liness  in  their  new  Authority.  They  leave  a  history  of  discord  and 
neglect  behind  them  and  the  new  Authority  has  to  tackle  the  assess¬ 
ments  and  problems  afresh.  I  have  a  feeling  that  there  should  be 
some  central  Register  in  the  West  Midlands  so  that  a  complete  history 
of  these  families  could  be  maintained.  Ultimately,  the  best  way  to 
deal  with  these  families  would  be  to  give  them  entirely  free  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  very  simplest  sort  on  the  door-steps  of  a  local  School 
so  that  their  children  may  there  readily  obtain  the  benefits  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  of  the  School  Meals  Service.  To  avoid  any  one  Authority 
carrying  too  big  a  load  of  this  sort  of  family,  it  could  be  done  on  a 
basis  of  numbers  of  families  so  provided  for  in  proportion  to  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  Local  Authority. 
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The  following  table  illustrates  the  growth  of  the  Rural  District. 


The  Registrar  General’s  figures 
for  population — Seisdon  R.D.C. 

Total  Number 
of  Births 
in  the  year 

Number  of  houses 
in  Seisdon 

June,  1952 

22,430 

1952 

335 

April  1,  1952 

6,588 

June,  1955 

26,220 

1955 

439 

April  1,  1955 

7,906 

June,  1958 

31,650 

1958 

655 

June  30,  1958 

10,396 

June,  1961 

37,270 

1961 

728 

June  30,  1961 

11,700 

June,  1962 

38,860 

1962 

766 

June  30,  1962 

12,158 

June,  1963 

39,820 

1963 

786 

April  1,  1964 

12,835 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief 
Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  R.  KENNEDY. 


July ,  1964. 


Section  A 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Growth  of  Population 


Registrar  General 


Estimate 

Mr.  Randall ,  Rating  Officer 


Persons 


Persons 


1/7/57  30,270 
1/7/58  31,650 
1/7/59  33,170 
1/7/60  35,180 
1/7/61  37,270 

1/7/62  38,860 
1/7/63  39,820 


+ 

1,380 

_u 

] 

1,520 

+ 

2,010 

+ 

2,090 

+ 

1,590 

+ 

920 

Persons 


Persons  per 
house 


1/4/59 

34,945 

@ 

3.24 

1/4/60 

36,177 

@ 

3.24 

1/4/61 

37,541 

@ 

3,24 

1/4/62 

37,992 

@ 

3,15 

1/4/63 

39,491 

@ 

3.15 

1/4/64 

40,430 

@ 

3.15 

HOUSES 

Total  number  of  inhabitated  houses  in  the  Rural  District: — 


1st  April,  1959 
30th  June,  1959 
1st  April,  1962 
30th  June,  1962 
1st  April,  1963 
1st  April,  1964 


10,787 

10,813  estimated 
12,061 

12,158  estimated 

12,537 

12,835 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1960-61 — £1,671 

1961- 62— £1,699 

1962- 63— £1,887 

1963- 64— £5,546 

1964- 65— £5,818 


Rateable  Value  1960-61  —  1/4/61— £426,476 

1961- 62  —  1/4/62— £466,158 

1962- 63  —  1/4/63— £1,389,643  (new  list ) 

1963- 64  —  1/4/64 — £1, 409,562 

General  Rate  1960-61 — 18/10d.  in  the  £ 

1961- 62 — 19/-d.  in  the  £ 

1962- 63 — 20/8d.  in  the  £ 

1963- 64—  8/ld.  in  the  £ 

1964- 65—  8/2d.  in  the  £ 

(plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes  varying  from  2d.  to  4d.) 
Area  41,990  acres,  i.e.,  65  square  miles. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  . 

394 

392 

786 

Legitimate  . 

380 

380 

760 

Illegitimate 

14 

12 

26 

Still  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  . 

7 

8 

15 

Legitimate  . 

7 

8 

15 

Illegitimate  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  . 

10 

10 

20 

Legitimate  . 

10 

10 

20 

Illegitimate  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  . 

8 

7 

15 

Legitimate  . 

8 

7 

15 

Illegitimate  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age : 

Males  . 

Females 

Total 

Total 

5 

6 

11 

Legitimate  . 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Eng.  & 

Eng.  & 

Seisdon 

Seisdon 

Wales 

Wales 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

1962 

1963 

1962 

1963 

Number  of  Live  Births 

766 

786 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

18.0 

18.2 

19.7 

19.7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total 
live  births) 

6.6% 

6.9% 

2.4% 

3.3% 

Number  of  Stillbirths 

11 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  . 

18.1 

17.2 

14.1 

18.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

777 

801 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

20 

20 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Total  infant 
deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . 

21.6 

21.1 

26.1 

25.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births . 

26.7 

26.3 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births) 

15.1 

14.2 

19.6 

19.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

14.4 

14.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths) 

30.8 

29.3 

28.3 

32.4 

Maternal  Mortality  (including 

abortion)  Number  of  deaths  . 

300 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  . 

0.35 

Nil 

Nil 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

0.89 

0.83 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

18.0 

18.2 

17.5 

16.4 

Domiciliary  Births  . 

51% — 

50% — 

394 

390 

Includes — Kinver  Sub-District 

38 

28 

Codsall  Sub-District 

156 

153 

Wombourn  Sub-District 

200 

209 

Hospital  Births 

372 

396 
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POPULATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  population  within  the  district. 
Column  2  is  an  extract  from  the  Registrar  General’s  County 
Report  for  Staffordshire  following  the  Census  of  1961. 

Column  3  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  the  1st  April, 
1964  based  on  a  figure  of  3.15  persons  per  inhabited  dwelling. 

The  returns  of  the  recent  Census  of  Population  indicated  an 
approximate  figure  of  3.15  persons  per  house  within  the  Rural 
District. 


Parish 

Population 
Census  1961 
Registrar 
General 

Population 

Estimated 

1.4.64 

Bobbington 

478 

438 

Codsall 

6,745 

7,195 

Enville 

515 

589 

Himley 

404 

384 

Kinver 

5,352 

6,073 

Lower  Penn 

2,023 

2,060 

Patshull 

154 

183 

Pattingham 

1,382 

1,556 

Swindon 

578 

576 

Trysull  and  Seisdon  . 

866 

898 

Wombourn  . 

9,974 

11,642 

Wrottesley  . 

8,510 

8,836 

TOTAL 

36,981 

40,430 

Dwellings 

11,689 

12,835 

Population  of  Children  of  Age  up  to  15  years  of  age — 1963 

I  have  calculated  that  in  proportion  to  England  and  Wales, 
Seisdon  has: — 

9,040  children  aged  0-15  years. 
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p.m.p.=per  million  of  population 

DEATHS 


1962 
Eng.  & 
Wales 

1963 
Eng.  & 
Wales 

1962 

Seisdon 

1963 

Seisdon 

Deaths  (at  all  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon  : 

Males  . 

Females 

275 

155 

120 

310 

164 

146 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

7.07 

7.8 

Comparability  Factor 

1.47 

1.41 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.9 

12.2 

10.4 

10.96 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 
consequence  of  Childbirth  per.  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births 

0.35 

0.28 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

2,416 

p.m.p. 

Male 

1951 

p.m.p. 

Female 

48 

29  M. 

21  F. 

50 

Including — Deaths  from  Carcinoma 
(Cancer)  of  the  Lung— Men 

895 
p.m.p. 
20,279 
(37%  of 
all  cancer 
deaths) 

908 

p.m.p. 

20,742 

9 

12 

Deaths  from  Carcinoma  (Cancer  of 
the  Lung) — Females . 

146 
p.m.p. 
3,500 
(7%  of 
all  cancer 
deaths) 

152 

p.m.p. 

3,680 

1 

2 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
(Seisdon  residents) 

6 

7 

Deaths  from  Other  Accidents 

6 

6 

Live  births  exceeded  total  deaths  by 

283,111 

283,792 

491 

476 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Respiratory) . 

59 

p.m.p. 
93  M. 

28  F. 

56 

p.m.p. 
89  M. 

24  F. 

1  F. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths  (Non-Respira- 
tory)  . 

7 

p.m.p. 

7 

p.m.p. 

1  F. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 


M  F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  —  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  —  1 

Syphilitic  disease  .  1  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  —  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  5  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  12  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  —  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  —  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  11  12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1  — 

Diabetes  .  2  4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  19  25 

Coronorary  disease,  angina  38  25 

Hypertensions  with  heart  disease  .  2  2 

Other  heart  disease  .  12  18 

Other  circulatory  disease  3  6 

Pneumonia  .  10  6 

Bronchitis  .  15  5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  1  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  —  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  1  — 

Congenital  malformations  .  7  4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  12  14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  7 

All  other  accidents  .  3  3 

Suicide  —  3 


164  146 

Totals  310 

These  totals  include  4  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  and  50 
deaths  from  Cancer  (including  14  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung). 
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The  statistics  for  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  in  the  Rural 
District  in  recent  year: — 


Rate  of  Mortality 
in  England  and  Wales 
per  Million  Pop. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  Seisdon  Rural  District 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1951 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

1952 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

1953 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

1954 

— 

— 

6 

4 

10 

1955 

693 

— 

8 

1 

9 

1956 

726 

— 

13 

— 

13 

1957 

759 

116 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

783 

119 

11 

1 

12 

1959 

831 

123 

9 

— 

9 

1960 

855 

132 

6 

1 

7 

1961 

871 

141 

10 

— 

10 

1962 

895 

146 

9 

1 

10 

1963 

908 

152 

12 

2 

14 

Of  male  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1962, 
37.6%  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  In  Seisdon  Rural  District  in 
1963  there  were  29  male  deaths  from  cancer  of  various  situations. 
This  figure  of  29  includes  12  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 


15 


BIRTH  RATES 


sets: 

DON 

England  and 

W  ales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1954 

413 

17.4 

15.2 

1955 

439 

17.2 

15.0 

1956 

511 

17.1 

15.7 

1957 

616 

18.9 

16.1 

1958 

655 

19.34 

16.4 

1959 

669 

18.85 

16.5 

1960 

745 

19.3 

17.1 

1961 

728 

17.35 

17.4 

1962 

766 

17.5 

18.0 

1963 

786 

16.4 

18.2 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1954 

217 

8.9 

9.4 

11.3 

1955 

252 

9.6 

10.2 

11.7 

1956 

268 

9.5 

12.38 

11.7 

1957 

233 

7.7 

10.38 

11.5 

1958 

257 

8.1 

10.96 

11.7 

1959 

246 

7.4 

10.4 

11.6 

1960 

291 

8.3 

11.57 

11.5 

1961 

274 

7.35 

10.8 

12.0 

1962 

275 

7.07 

10.4 

11.9 

1963 

310 

7.8 

10.96 

12.2 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 
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Number  of  corrected  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  which 
occurred  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1963 


Scarlet  Fever  .  17 

Whooping  Cough  .  26 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella)  1,083 

Ac.  Pneumonia .  23 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Food  Poisoning  .  7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 


j 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1963 


Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

iota!  under 

one  month 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  one  year 

Birth  Injury 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Malformation  Central 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Nervous  System 
Malformation  Adrenal 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Glands  or  Kidney 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Malformation  Lungs 
Malformation  Gastro- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intestinal  System 
Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(Pneumococcal)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Bronchopneumonia 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(Staphyloccal) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

11 

3 

1 

1 

16 

2 

2 

— 

— 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1954 

413 

7 

16.9 

25.5 

___ 

1955 

439 

8 

18.2 

24.9 

18.5  | 

1956 

511 

18 

35.2 

23.8 

20.3 

1957 

616 

5 

8.1 

23.0 

19.5 

1958 

655 

8 

12.2 

22.5 

181 

1959 

669 

16 

23.9 

22.2 

19.5 

1960 

745 

9 

12.0 

21.9 

18.3 

1961 

728 

20 

27.47 

21.4 

16.7 

1962 

766 

20 

26.1 

21.6 

20.4 

1963 

786 

20 

25.4 

20.9 

22.9  S 

19 


PERI  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(i.e.,  stillbirths,  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age,  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  stillbirths). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1956  . 

36.8 

36.6 

1957 

36.2 

2a 

1958  . 

35.1 

37 

1959  . 

34.2 

31 

1960  . 

32.9 

25 

1961 . 

32.2 

37.6 

1962  . 

30.8 

28.3 

1963  . 

29.3 

32.4 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

This  Section  is  essentially  the  same  as  was  reported  on  in  detail, 
in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  for  1957. 

In  addition: — 

Voluntary  Services 
Meal  on  Wheels 

During  1962  a  substantial  increase  in  the  Meals  on  Wheels 
Service  was  brought  about  in  the  villages  of  Kinver,  Wombourn, 
Codsall  and  Pattingham.  High  appreciation  of  the  voluntary 
work  carried  out  by  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  these  villages  in 
performing  this  service  is  here  recorded.  Also  one  would  wish  to 
thank  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
and  the  School  Meals  Service.  As  far  as  possible  we  have  tried  to 
use  it  for  elderly  persons  who  are  handicapped  and  isolated  in  their 
own  homes.  The  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  have  contributed  both  by  advice  and  by  financial  help. 
The  Service  has  continued  through  1963. 

Clinics 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council, 
and  of  the  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health  Committee. 
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Contributions 

The  Rural  District  Council  contributes  financially  to  the 
following  organisations: — 

The  Chest  and  Heart  Association 
The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
Dudley  and  District  Family  Planning  Association 
Bilston  and  District  Family  Planning  Clinic 
Midlands  Joint  Advisory  Clean  Air  Council 
Marriage  Guidance  Council  (Wolverhampton)  Branch 
National  Council  of  Social  Service 
N.S.P.C.C. 

South  Staffs.  Council  of  Social  Service 

Health  and  Welfare  Services — Miscellaneous  problems 

The  following  problems  were  discussed  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  Rural  District  Council  in  considerable  detail  during 
the  year: — 

October,  1963 

1.  Advisability  of  Mass  Chest  X-Ray  and  of  B.C.G.  Vaccina¬ 
tion  against  Tuberculosis  for  Immigrants. 

October,  1963 

2.  Need  for  a  new  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  Kinver. 

October,  1963 

Sewerage  of  Derby  Avenue,  Wrottesley. 

January,  1963  and  July,  1963 

4.  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies. 

March,  1963 

5.  Anthrax  in  cattle — cases  occurring  locally. 

June,  1963 

6.  Development  of  L.  A.  Health  and  Welfare  Services  by 
Staffs.  County  Council  during  the  forthcoming  ten  years. 

Health  Education 

The  distribution  of  posters  to  Schools  within  the  Rural  District 
on  the  general  subjects  of  Health  Education,  Smoking  and  Health, 
and  other  related  subjects,  is  regularly  undertaken. 
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Section  C.  (1) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the 
Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes,  Housing  and  Water  Supplies.  Mr.  Bagley  has  also  written 
on  Rainfall.  The  report  is  dated  28th  July,  1964. 

RAINFALL 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  Seisdon  area  during  1963  was 
21.43  inches  as  compared  with  24.74  inches  in  1962  and  22.13  inches 
in  1961.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  standard  25  years  period 
1891 — 1915  is  27.14  inches. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

With  the  additional  powers  granted  to  River  Boards  for  the 
control  of  sewage  effluents  to  watercourses  under  recent  Legislation 
the  construction  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  for  the 
smaller  centres  of  population,  and  the  extension  of  the  existing  sewage 
disposal  works  for  the  larger  centres  of  population  has  now  become  a 
matter  of  urgency,  and  with  the  continued  growth  of  population  the 
matter  continues  to  be  one  of  the  main  pre-occupations  of  the 
Department.  Fortunately  the  Council  are  well  ahead  with  the 
provision  of  schemes  for  the  smaller  parishes. 

The  Trysull  and  Seisdon  Scheme  has  now  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  £67,500.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  these 
parishes  being  pumped  to  the  Wombourn  Works.  The  Enville 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  is  now  well  advanced  and  will 
be  completed  at  the  end  of  August,  1964,  and  the  Contract  for  the 
Swindon  Sewerage  Scheme  has  now  been  signed.  This  scheme 
provides  for  the  pumping  of  the  sewage  from  the  recently  acquired 
Hinksford  Caravan  Site,  which  in  turn  is  also  pumped  to  the 
Wombourn  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  total  cost  of  this  scheme, 
including  the  Construction  of  Hinksford  Caravan  Site,  is  £87,055. 

Smaller  schemes  which  have  been  completed  during  the  year  are 
the  drainage  of  houses  in  Market  Lane,  Lower  Penn,  which  involved 
the  installation  of  an  automatic  pump  in  order  to  pump  the  sewage 
into  the  existing  drains  (£1,000),  and  a  sewer  extension  at  Sytch  Lane, 
Wombourn  (£1,000).  A  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  hamlet  of 
Codsall  Wood  is  also  being  prepared. 

Owing  to  the  continued  growth  of  population  in  Wombourn, 
Codsall  and  Kinver  it  has  been  necessary  to  commence  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  schemes  for  the  further  extension  of  these  works  and  estimates 
to  the  extent  of  £310,000  have  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
Council. 
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WATER 


No  major  schemes  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  were  undertaken 
during  1963  because  practically  all  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages  on 
the  western  boundary  of  the  District  have  now  been  provided  with 
a  piped  supply.  A  piped  water  scheme  has  now  been  provided  by 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Department  to  the  village  of 
Burnhill  Green,  and  the  existing  pump  and  borehole  supply  at  the 
Council  Houses,  which  gave  a  satisfactory  supply  for  over  30  years, 
has  now  been  discontinued.  Various  small  extensions  were  under¬ 
taken  for  housing  schemes  for  both  the  Council  and  private  developers 
in  the  Kinver  Parish. 

HOUSING 

During  1963,  72  Council  houses  were  completed  making  a  total 
of  2,952  houses  completed  since  1945.  During  the  year  the  Council 
completed  their  total  commitment  of  1,546  dwellings  under  the 
Wolverhampton  Overspill  Agieement.  In  addition  141  private 
dwellings  were  completed. 


Section  C.  (2) 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into: 

Presumptive  coliform 
count  for  100  ml. 

Class  One  Highly  Satisfactory  Less  than  1 

Class  Two  Satisfactory  .  1  —  2 

Class  Three  Suspicious  .  3  —  10 

Class  Four  .  Unsatisfactory  .  (More  than  10) 


In  a  year  50%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1. 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 


Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 

The  Public  Flealth  Department  has  itself  maintained  an  intensive 
series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the  District. 
In  addition,  the  Water  Undertakings  have  taken  their  own  tests. 


The  water  supply  of  the  District  has  been  mainly  provided  by 
the  following  three  water  undertakings  (reading  from  north  to  south 
of  the  Rural  District): — 


(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 

supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached),  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn,  Wombourn,  Trysull, 
Seisdon,  Himley  and  Swindon. 
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(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver  and  part  of  Bobbington  and 
Enville. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of 
the  above  mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  three 
reports : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(2)  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacteriolog¬ 
ical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution: — 


Number 

of 

Samples 

Pres 

mmptive  ( 
per  1( 

3oli-Aerogenes 
)0  ml. 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriological 
examinations 
taken 

1,122 

1,086 

17 

9 

10 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken . 

96.8 

1.5 

0.8 

0.89 

Of  these  1122  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  96.8%  were 
“highly  satisfactory.”  In  case  of  possible  contamination 
of  the  mains,  (e.g.  relaying  etc.),  the  affected  stretch  of 
mains  is  immediately  sterilised  and  re-sampled. 
Including  also  water  which  was  tested  before  and  during 
treatment  a  total  of  2,250  water  samples  were  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  W.C.W.U.  There 
are  eight  main  sources  of  supply,  one  of  these  being 
river  water  from  Cosford. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbosolvent 
action.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  is 
fully  within  the  range  0.02  —  0.12  p.p.m. 
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(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  W.C.W.U.  at  its  water 
works.  The  W.C.W.U.  also  took 

630  chemical  tests  on  the  water 
+  341  biological  tests  on  the  water 
+  100  radiological  tests  on  the  water 
(i.e.,  tests  for  Beta  Radioactivity). 

(5)  Total  population  supplied  by  the  W.C.W.U.  on  31st 
December,  1962,  was  355,100. 


(6)  Hardness  of  water  being  distributed  in  Seisdon  Rural 
District  by  W.C.W.U. 


Hare 

>NESS 

Chloride 

District 

mg. 

per  litre 

Degrees 

(as 

Chloride) 

mg. 

per  litre 

Seisdon,  Trysull, 

Wombourn,  Swindon 

90—110 

6—  8 

20—75 

Orton 

220—270 

15—19 

20—30 

Lower  Penn,  Pactingham . 

260—280 

18—20 

18—30 

Codsall,  Oaken,  Bilbrook, 
Wrottesley 

280—380 

20—27 

40—250 

Himley 

150—210 

10—15 

20—30 

The  Chloride  content  of  water  supplies  is  dependent  on: — 

(1)  The  geological  character  of  the  rock  formation  under  the 
surface  at  the  point  where  the  water  is  connected. 

(2)  The  proximity  of  the  source  of  supply  to  the  sea,  and, 

(3)  The  possibility  of  sewage  contamination  under  the  surface 
of  the  soil  at  the  bottom  of  any  bore  hole  or  pumping 
station. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes  from 
Ashwood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 
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(2) 

Number 

Number  entirely  free 

samples 

from  any  form  of 

taken 

coliform  bacteria 

Ashwood  raw  water 

138 

134 

were  ‘‘highly  satisfactory 

Ashwood  Chlorinated  water 

136 

134 

were  ‘‘highly  satisfactory 

Kinver  chlorinated  water 

54 

54 

were  ‘‘highly  satisfactory 

Kinver  Reservoir 

55 

55 

were  ,  .highly  satisfactory” 

Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure  at 
both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Chemical  examinations 
were  done  on 

130  samples  from  Ashwood  Pumping  Station, 
and  on  54  samples  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station. 

(3)  Water  from  the  supplying  Stations  does  not  have  a 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  New  mains  are  not  brought 
into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is  found  to  be 
satisfactory  on  testing. 

(5)  Ashwood  P.S.  fluoride  content  .06  p.p.m. 

Kinver  P.S.  fluoride  content  .03  p.p.m. 

(6)  The  Rural  District  Council  took  samples  in  1963 


Total  samples  .  73 

Highly  satisfactory  .  72 

Suspicious  .  1 


(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  50  houses  in  Iverley. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  by 
Birmingham  of  the  water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow 
by  the  Birmingham  Water  Department.  Twenty-four 
out  of  twenty-four  samples  were  “highly  satisfactory” 
at  Ludlow.  The  Public  Health  Department  of  Seisdon 
Rural  District  have  taken  samples  of  this  water  period¬ 
ically  at  Iverley.  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  operate 
continuously  a  small  chlorination  plant  just  inside  their 
boundary  for  the  water  supplied  to  these  fifty  houses  at 
Iverley.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  addition  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  chlorine  to  the  strength  of 
between  0.25  and  0.5  parts  per  million  is  producing  a 
water  which  is  “highly  satisfactory”  as  shown  by  three 
tests  out  of  three  (taken  at  Iverley). 
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(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  plumbo-solvent  action  which 
is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before  entering  the 
Aqueduct. 

(d)  Barnhill  Green  and  Patshull  Hall. 

At  Patshull  Hall  there  is  a  Hospital  Orthopaedic  Unit. 

(e)  Burnhill  Green  Village  Borehole 

This  was  maintained  by  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council.  It 
supplied  the  western  half  of  Burnhill  Green  Village.  In  1963, 
eight  samples  of  this  borehole  were  taken.  They  were  all 
“highly  satisfactory.”  In  June,  1963,  this  village  was  converted 
to  the  mains  water  supply  of  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking.  The  extensions  of  pipelines  had  been 
newly  constructed  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 

In  August  1963,  the  same  new  pipelines  coming  from  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  were  connected 
to  the  Patshull  Hall  Estate  and  to  the  Hospital  unit  therein.  Of 
the  34  samples  taken  during  the  year  from  Patshull  Hall  Estate, 
33  were  “highly  satisfactory”  and  one  was  “satisfactory.” 

(f)  EnvilSe  and  Bofobington 

An  area  of  approximately  four  square  miles  in  the  western 
portion  of  Enville  and  Bobbington  Parishes  has  received  a  new 
mains  supply.  The  original  source  of  this  water  is  from  the 
Birmingham  Water  Undertaking.  A  bulk  supply  of  this  water 
is  derived  from  and  via  Bridgnorth  Rural  District.  Of  the 
results  of  samples  taken  by  the  R.D.C.  in  1963: 

51  were  highly  satisfactory 
3  were  satisfactory 
2  were  suspicious 
&  1  was  unsatisfactory 

57  total 


(g)  Swimming  Pools 

A  large  swimming  pool  at  an  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is  tested 
chemically  and  bacteriologicaliy  through  the  season  by  our 
Department.  It  gives  excellent  results  and  conforms  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Standards.  It  is  tested  for  P.H.  value, 
residual  chlorine  content,  and  bacteriological  test  each  week. 
Of  12  bacteriological  tests  in  1963  12  were  “highly  satisfactory.” 
The  source  of  the  water  is  the  South  Staffs.  Water  Company’s 
main  supply  originating  from  its  pumping  station  at  Kinver. 
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The  method  of  treatment  is  continuous  8-12  hour  chlorination, 
filtration,  alum  and  soda  treatment  each  day.  Water  at  the 
surface  overflow  points  goes  to  waste  and  is  not  returned  to  the 
swimming  bath.  Water  is  replaced  daily  from  the  mains  supply. 

The  whole  of  the  water  is  changed  each  April.  The  bacterio¬ 
logical  results  are  excellent.  The  water  circulates  through  the 
plant  every  four  hours  by  reason  of  new  engineering  apparatus, 
installed  in  April,  1961. 

A  swimming  pool  has  been  built  as  part  of  the  premises  of  the 
Wombourn  Comprehensive  School  (Staff's.  C.C.).  Chlorination 
is  here  carried  out  by  adding  a  chlorine  compound  and  solution 
each  day.  This  pool  is  tested  by  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council. 

(h)  EnviSIe  Estates  (Cox  Green) 

During  1963,  49  samples  were  taken.  Of  these, 

36  were  highly  satisfactory 

6  were  satisfactory 

3  were  suspicious,  and 

4  were  unsatisfactory. 

A  new  efficient  chlorination  plant  was  fitted  to  the  supply  on 
13/12/63.  It  had  formerly  been  in  use  at  Burnhill  Green  and  by 
co-operation  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Enville 
Estates,  the  apparatus  was  re-sited  at  Cox  Green.  The  results 
have  been  very  much  improved  since  it  came  into  operation. 


(i)  Chemical  Analysis  of  Drinking  Water 


Recent  results  from  our 

sampling 

are  as  follows: 

— 

Lead 

Date 

Fluorine 

Date 

Codsall 

Nil 

9.4.64 

0.105  p.p.m. 

9.4.64 

Wombourn  . 

Nil 

26.3.64 

0.089  p.p.m. 

27.2.64 

Kinver 

Nil 

9.1.64 

0.039  p.p.m. 

21.2.64 

New  Wood  . 

No  metals 
detected 

15.1.64 
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(j)  Kinver,  Stourton  and  New  Wood  Water  Supply 

(South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  Supply) 

Descaling  of  the  water  supply  pipes  of  Kinver,  Stourton  and 
New  Wood  was  carried  out  in  October,  1960.  The  Surveyor’s 
Department  investigated  brown  discolouration  of  the  New  Wood 
water  during  June  and  November  1963. 

The  R.D.C.  Tests: 

73  bacteriologists  tests  during  1963.  Of  these  72  were 
“High  Satisfactory  and  1  was  “Suspicious” 

This  figure  of  73  includes  5  tests  from  New  Wood,  all  of  which 
were  “highly  satisfactory”  in  a  bacteriological  sense. 

(k)  Wrottesley  Hall  Private  Supply 

The  Hall  and  five  cottages  had  been  supplied  from  a  land 
spring  via  gravity  tanks  at  Wrottesley  Hall. 

During  1963,  12  samples  were  taken  and  of  these, 

4  samples  were  highly  satisfactory 
1  sample  was  suspicious,  and 
7  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  supply  was  con¬ 
nected  to  the  Hall  by  a  newly  constructed  mains  pipeline  early 
in  1964,  and  the  results  are  now  “highly  satisfactory.” 


Section  D. 


HOUSING 

The  general  policy  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  regard 
to  its  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  two  parts: — 

I.  The  representation  and  passing  of  Demolition  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  houses  and  country  cottages 
where  one  or  two  only  are  involved. 

II.  The  representation  of  Clearance  Areas  where  groups  of 
four  or  more  houses  are  involved. 

In  1963  the  following  Clearance  Areas  were  involved  : — 
No.  9,  Newtown  Cottages,  Prestwood — confirmed  24/7/63. 
No.  10,  Chapel  Cottages,  Prestwood — confirmed  24/7/63. 
No.  11,  High  Street,  Kinver — represented  30/5/63. 
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Total  Houses  Built  (as  at  December  1963)  since  1st  April  1945 

2,903  Council  houses  has  been  built  within  the  Rural  District. 
+  200  L.  A.  houses  on  tender  or  under  construction. 

+  4,046  Private  houses  been  built. 

+  179  Private  houses  under  construction. 


Total  7,328  Houses  (i.e.,  housing  for  about  23,080  people). 


This  is  the  largest  number  for  any  Rural  District  in  the  Midland 
Region.  Only  three  Urban  District  in  the  Midlands  have  exceeded 
our  Rural  District’s  total. 


Local  Authority  Houses — Waiting  List 

As  at  October,  1963,  the  statistics  are: — 

66  families  living  in  Condemned  properties 
233  families  living  in  lodgings 
48  families  living  in  caravans,  etc. 

347  families  in  a  priority  group 

plus 

8  families  living  as  owner-occupiers 
227  families  living  as  tenants 
1 13  families  living  as  service  tenants. 

348 

Total — 695 

Housing — Elderly  Persons 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  developing  schemes  at  Codsall, 
Wombourn  and  Kinver  for  the  housing  of  Elderly  Persons.  In  two 
cases  a  Warden  is  associated  with  the  schemes.  The  sites  are 
centrally  situated  and  accessible  to  shops,  etc.  The  maximum  number 
of  Elderly  Persons  housed  in  the  largest  scheme  is  34.  All  these 
points  are  in  accord  with  recommendation  of  the  Minister’s  speech 
(Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government)  at  Torquay  in  April, 
1964. 


30 


Mr.  Badger  (Housing  Officer)  kindly  supplied  the  following 

details: — 


As  at  31  st 
December ,  1962 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  December  31st,  1963  3,188 

Number  of  Seisdon  families  on  the  waiting  list 
for  Local  Authority  Houses  at  31st  December, 

1963  .  727 


Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  during  1963: 


Re-lets 

37  (Overspill) 

Re-lets 

55  (Seisdon) 

New  Dwellings 

45  (Seisdon) 

Total  137 


Improvement  Grants — Housing 

(a)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31.3.62  £6,985 

(b)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31.3.63  £11,507 

(c)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31.3.64 

(actual  amount)  .  .  .  £13,905 

(d)  The  number  of  houses  recommended  for 

Improvement  Grants  in  1963  50 


Section  E. 

See  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Section  F. 


PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

1958  ... 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962  . 

1963  . 


Cases 

Notified 

36 

34 

19 

19 

10 

17 


Deaths 


Whooping  Cough 

1957— 104  Cases 

1958—  30  „ 

1959—  13  „ 

1960—  48  „ 

1961—  5  „ 

1962—  14  „ 

1963—  26  „ 


Deaths 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  clinics,  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 

Numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  have 
been  as  follows: — 


Reinforcement 

Immunisation 


1958 

Primary  Immunisations 

320 

1959 

Primary 

....  287 

1960 

Total  Immunisations 

....  586 

1961 

Primary  Immunisations 

586 

1962 

Primary  . 

....  455 

Measles 


Cases  Notified 


Deaths 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 


21 

410 

635 

378 

16 

890 

17 

1,083 
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Typhoid  F  ever 

Two  residents  of  the  Rural  District  had  been  on  holiday  at 
Zermatt,  Switzerland,  during  the  occurrence  there  of  the  Typhoid 
epidemic.  They  were  investigated  and  advised  on  their  return  to 
Seisdon  Rural  District. 

Brucella  Infection 

During  1963  it  was  found  necessary  on  two  occasions  to  issue 
legal  Notices  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 
to  a  farmer  in  the  Rural  District.  These  Notices  required  him  to 
pasteurise  or  sterilise  the  milk  from  his  farm,  because  cartons  taken 
from  sixpence-in-the-slot-machines  and  from  fresh  samples  had  been 
proved  to  contain  Brucella  Bacteria.  The  dates  were  4th  Feb.,  1963 
and  1st  May,  1963. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  The  last  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1950,  in  which  year 
there  were  two  cases.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  available 
at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at  the  General 
Practititioners’  Surgeries. 

Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows: — 


Age 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Primary  Imms. 

0-  4 

438 

486 

575 

652 

504 

Primary  Imms. 

5-15 

25 

21 

209 

166 

15 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

0-  4 

26 

20 

49 

72 

136 

Reinforcement  Imms. 

5-15 

176 

102 

1231 

587 

72 

Total 

665 

629 

2064 

1477 

727 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis) 

Cases 

Deaths 

1957 

5 

1 

1958 

0 

0 

1959 

1 

0 

1960 

1 

0 

1961 

0 

0 

1962 

0 

0 

1963 

0 

0 

Figures  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccinations  are  held  at  the  Area 
Health  Offices.  It  is  believed  that  the  acceptance  rate  on  behalf  of 
Seisdon  children  is  very  good.  It  is  believed  that  approximately 
speaking: — 

in  age  0-1  yr.,  90%  children  have  received  Poliolyelitis  vaccine 
in  age  1-5  yrs.,  65% 
in  age  5-15  yrs.,  80% 

There  have  been  24  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Rural  District 
in  the  last  17  years.  One  of  these  cases  died. 
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Food  Poisoning — Salmonella  Infection,  etc. 


1959 —  No  case  occurred. 

1960—  Four  cases. 

1961 —  One  case. 

1962 —  One  case. 

1963 —  Five  cases 


April  1  male — 6/12 

August  1  female — 57 

August  1  male —  13 


October  1  female — 11 
December  1  male —  47 


Sal.  Menston. 

Sal.  Newport 

Sal.  Typhi  Murium 

(ex  N.  Wales) 
Sal.  Typhi  Murium 

Sal.  Enteritis  (Group  1) 

(ex  East  A  frica) 


Dysentery 

No  case  in  1963. 

Meningoccal  Meningitis 
No  case  in  1963. 


Smallpox — Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Initial  Vaccinations 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Under  one  year  . 

260 

201 

275 

284 

Age  group  1-4 

33 

62 

52 

264 

Age  group  5-14  . 

10 

6 

32 

448 

Age  group  15  and  over 

10 

4 

19 

996 

321 

273 

378 

1992 

Re-vaccinations 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Age  group  1-4  . 

— 

1 

3 

34 

Age  group  5-14 . 

1 

2 

3 

349 

Age  group  15  and  over 

12 

9 

22 

1548 

13 

12 

28 

1931 

34 


Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  was  three. 

1  case  of  Food  Poisoning  admitted  to  Moxley  Hospital. 

1  case  of  Food  Poisoning  admitted  to  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 

1  Typhoid  contact  admitted  to  Moxley  Hospital. 

Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Nose  and  Throat 


16 

62 

7 

2 


Sputa 

Faeces 

Urine 


The  great  majority  of  the  sputa  were  submitted  by  the  Chest 
Physician. 

General  Measures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scrutinised 
and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and  location. 


35 


Section  G. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  all  cases  where  environ¬ 
mental  home  conditions  are  poor,  and  investigation  and  advice  as 
appropriate  is  given.  Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  help  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon  Rural 
District  Council  in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommendations 
of  the  M.O.H.  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  priority  consists  in 
awarding  a  variable  number  of  housing  points  according  to  whether 
the  case  is  open  sputum  positive  case  or  not,  and  takes  account  also 
of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  children. 


On  Resister  31/12/62 

Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

80  95 

Non  Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

5  8 

Cases  entered  on 

Resister,  1963  . 

3 

10 

0 

0 

Cases  removed  from 

Resister  durins  1963  . 

14 

21 

0 

2 

Remaining  on  Resister 
31/12/63 

69 

84 

5 

6 

One  person  died  from  one  of  the  late  effects  of  lung  Tuberculosis, 
and  one  person  died  from  gland  Tuberculosis. 
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Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


At 

31/12/59 

At 

31/12/00 

At 

31/12/01 

At 

31/12/02 

At 

31/12/03 

Pulmonary-  Male 

J  03 

87 

84 

80 

09 

PuJrnonary-  Female 

100 

90 

99 

95 

84 

Non  Pulmonary  Male 

7 

0 

5 

r* 

*) 

5 

Non  Pulmonary  Female 

9 

8 

8 

8 

0 

7  or  a  L 

219 

J  97 

J  90 

188 

J  04 

Number  for  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  fSeivlon  j 

0.6 

5.0 

5.25 

4.83 

4.1 

Average  for  Staffs  C  C  per 
1,000  population 

9.7 

9.2 

8.8 

8.2 

— 

N'u rnber  of  Leatns  of  Seis 
don  Posj  bents  Of  ubereuJosr.j 

J 

Nil 

2 

2 

2 

Localisation  of  tuberculosis  in  New  Cases  Notified 


J  902 

1902 

| 

1902 

1  903 

1903 

1  903 

M 

F 

'J  otaJ 

M 

F 

'I  otal 

Lungs 

3 

4 

7 

2 

r* 

0 

7 

Lone,  Lumbar  Spine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lib  n  ey 

J 

— 

J 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

2 

r' 

!) 

7 

ILKKRCf  LOSJS— N07IHCA7I0N  HATE  Of  NKW  CASKS 

(Per  100,000  persons) 


Perspiratory  7  P. 
v?  verage 

J  957  '0j  1962 

Staffs.  C.C. 

45 

28 

See  scion  P  L 

J  957 

40 

J  958 

44 

1  959 

30 

1 900 

23 

1901 

34 

1  902 

21 

1  903 

J  8 

J  LHFJU LLOSJS  OF  ihf;  lung 

Compare  N'otiftoation  Hat/;  per  J  00,000  of  Population 


Average  J  959  00 

Average  J  957  0J 

1  902 

P.ngJanb  A.  Wales 

58 

'  53 

38 

Staffordshire 

51 

45 

28 

Wolverhampton 

8  J 

73 

03 

Pi  rrn in  yearn 

78 

72 

00 

Srneth  wink 

J  30 

129 

70 

Pury 

32 

27 

11 

37 
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C  -r!  oj 

fa 

f-H 

fa 

^OOOOOOO-H 
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fa 
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fa 

i-H 
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1 

0 

2 

2 

] 

fa  o 

a 

s 
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Totals  for  1963 

Totals  for  1956 
Totals  for  1957 
Totals  for  1958 
Totals  for  1959 
Totals  for  1960 
Totals  for  1961 
Totals  for  1962 
Totals  for  1963 

38 


SESSIONS  AVAILABLE  FROM  1.4.64 

MOBILE  CHEST  X-RAY  CENTRES 
(No  previous  appointment  is  needed) 


Kidderminster 

Coventry  Street  Clinic  Monday  2.30  p.m. — 4.00  p.m. 


Dudley 

1  Priory  Road 


Monday  9.45  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 
Thursday  11.00  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 

1 .30  p.m. —  4.00  p.m. 

4.30  p.m.—  6.30  p.m. 


No  Sessions  on  Bank  Holidays 


Wolverhampton  Static  Centre 
New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton 

Every  morning  except  Friday  /between  9  a.m. 
and  Saturday  \and  12.15  p.m. 


Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday 

afternoon 


/between  2  p.m. 
\  and  4.30  p.m. 


Tuberculin  Skin  Testing  (Contacts  only) 

Every  Monday  (Except  Bank  Holidays) 

between  11  a.m.  and  12  noon. 


(Expectant  mothers  and  children  under  12  years  should  be  X-rayed 
on  large  film  at  a  Hospital  or  Clinic). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Statistics  upon  routine  work  of  the  department  are  given  in  the 
tables  which  follow,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  achievements  of 
another  year’s  work  in  the  field  of  environmental  health. 

The  severe  winter  conditions  which  prevailed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  strained  to  the  very  utmost  all  the  department’s  services,  but 
it  is  to  the  credit  of  all  concerned  that  the  essential  cleansing  services 
continued  to  operate  under  these  difficult  conditions  without  getting 
too  far  behind  their  normal  schedules. 

The  summer  also  brought  its  problems  in  the  form  of  an 
additional  number  of  icecream  vehicles  in  which  soft  icecream  was 
prepared  and  sold  within  the  district.  The  problems  anticipated  at 
the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  Conference  in  1962,  with 
regard  to  the  manufacture  of  this  soft  icecream  in  mobile  vehicles, 
soon  materialised.  I  am  grateful  for  the  co-operation  received  from 
the  adjacent  authorities  within  whose  districts  these  vehicles  were 
based,  and  which  resulted  in  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard 
being  achieved. 

This  is  but  another  field  of  operation  in  which  the  mobile  trader 
gains  an  unfair  advantage  over  the  static  shopkeeper,  in  that  he  is  not 
required  to  register  his  vehicle  as  he  would  premises.  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  demands  of  so  many  national  bodies  for  powers  of 
registration  of  all  mobile  food  vehicles,  continue  to  be  ignored. 
I  can  see  no  valid  reason  why  the  legislation  affecting  food  shops 
should  not  be  made  applicable  to  mobile  shops.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
amending  legislation  on  this  subject  will  soon  be  forthcoming. 

New  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations, 
1963,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  and  it  then  became  com¬ 
pulsory  for  all  meat  to  be  inspected.  As  for  many  years  now, 
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100%  meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  in  this  district,  these 
Regulations  legalised  what  had  previously  been  done  as  a  public 
health  service.  Although  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963,  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  31st  July,  it  was  not 
intended  that  its  provisions  should  come  into  operation  until  1964; 
but  it  is  a  most  impressive  piece  of  legislation.  Office  workers  may 
feel  that  they  have  had  to  wait  a  very  long  time  for  their  health  and 
welfare  to  be  provided  for,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  all  the  powers 
of  this  Act  are  actively  enforced,  their  waiting  will  not  have  been  in 
vain. 


During  the  year,  I  attended  a  course  of  training  at  the  Civil 
Defence  Staff  College,  Sunningdale,  designed  for  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  their  role  in  Civil  Defence.  I  found  this  course  most 
interesting  and  1  left  in  no  doubt  of  the  valuable  work  that  could  be 
achieved  through  Civil  Defence  should  it  become  necessary. 

I  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all  other 
Officials  for  their  co-operation  at  all  times.  To  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  both  technical  and  clerical,  and  to  the  workmen 
of  the  Cleansing  Department,  I  express  my  appreciation  for  their 
work  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ROBERTS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


September,  1964. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Total  Inspections  6,529 

Number  of  complaints  received  1,044 

Informal  Notices  served  213 

Statutory  Notices  served  9 

Informal  Notices  complied  184 

Statutory  Notices  complied  10 
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NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


OFFICERS 

Public  Health  Acts 

Visits  re  Complaints  .  282 

Drainage  .  408 

Infectious  Diseases  .  93 

Dirty/Verminous  Premises  .  74 

Accumulations .  17 

Piggeries/Other  Animals  Kept  .  31 

Water  Supply  .  100 

Swimming  Pools  .  12 

Public  Conveniences  .  191 

Schools  .  17 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  96 

Rodent  Control  .  40 

Insect  Pest  Control  .  6 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

Noise  Nuisances  .....  .  11 

Caravan  Sites  Act 

Caravans  232 

Caravan  Sites  241 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection  428 

Trade  Refuse  Collection  30 

Refuse  Disposal  165 

Salvage  Recovery  1 1 

Litter  Clearance  .  273 

Transport  Maintenance  61 

Housing  Acts 

Primary  Inspections  .  107 

Re-Inspections  .  324 

Preliminary  Surveys  .  71 

Overcrowding  .  1 

Improvement  Grants  .  978 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  .  20 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Butchers  Shops .  53 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  13 

Dairies  .  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  21 

Licensed  Premises  .  62 

Other  Food  Premises  270 

Mobile  Vehicles  .  35 

Ice  Cream  .  22 

Slaughterhouses  .  28 

Meat  Inspection  .  557 

Food  Inspection  .  28 

Licensing  Act 

Inspection  of  Club  Premises  59 

Factories  Acts 

With  Mechanical  Power  .  171 

No  Mechanical  Power  24 

Workplaces  .  12 

Outworkers  .  5 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act 

Surveys  .  25 

Clean  Air  Act 

Smoke  Observations  .  39 

Smoke  Control  Areas .  79 

Smoke  Nuisances  .  45 

Petroleum  Act  186 

Oil  Heater  Regulations  31 

Theatres  and  Cinematograph  Acts 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  18 

Shops  Acts 

Welfare  Provisions  .  38 

Hours  of  Closing  .  13 

Miscellaneous  Interviews  .  373 

Samples  Taken 

Water  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  272 

Water  Samples  for  Chemical  Examination  .  5 

Ice  Cream  samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  100 
Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  12 

Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Chemical  Examination  1 1 
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COMPLAINTS 


One  thousand  and  forty-four  complaints  received  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  concerned  the  following  matters: — 


Housing  Defects 

.  22 

Rats  and  Mice 

145 

Obstructed  Drains 

.  545 

Other  Pests 

157 

Refuse  Collection 

.  139 

Miscellaneous 

36 

Only  the  complaints  relating  to  Housing  Defects  required  the 
service  of  Notices;  the  remainder  were  remedied  by  one  or  other 
of  the  services  employed  or  provided  by  the  Council. 

HOUSING 

DEFECTS 

44  Informal  Notices  and  9  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
during  the  year  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 
repairs  to  houses,  improvements  to  water  supplies  and  drainage, 
and  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

These  notices  concerned  49 
following  Parishes: — 

houses  which  were  sited 

in  the 

Bobbington  . 

4 

Patti  ngh  am 

.  3 

Codsall 

.  12 

Swindon 

.  2 

Kinver 

6 

Wombourn 

.  8 

Lower  Penn 

1 

Wrottesley 

.  13 

As  a  result  of  these  and  similar  notices  served  during  previous 
years  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  at  158  houses  which 
were  sited  as  follows:— 

Bobbington 

7 

Patshull 

.  39 

Codsall 

.  22 

Patti  n  sham 

10 

Enville 

7 

Seisdon  and  Trysull 

.  5 

Himley 

8 

Swindon 

.  3 

Lower  Penn 

8 

Wombourn 

.  16 

Kinver 

13 

Wrottesley 

.....  20 
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Summary  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected 

Repairs  to  roof,  walls  and  external  structures  89 

internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  79 

Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal  fittings  .  76 

Dampness  remedied  72 

Repairs  and  improvement  to  water  supplies  61 

Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  systems  62 

Pail  closets  abolished  21 

Water  closets  provided  .  21 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  first  5-year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
was  completed  in  1960,  and  155  houses  and  163  hutments  were 
summarily  dealt  with  in  that  period.  Good  progress  continued  to 
be  made  with  the  second  5-year  programme,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  139  houses  out  of  the  195  scheduled  for  action  by  1965  had 
been  formally  dealt  with. 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  16 

During  1963  there  were  17  individual  unfit  houses  not  capable 
of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost  which  were  represented  to  the  Council 
and  action  taken  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  12 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  from  owners  that  houses 
would  not  be  re-let  for  human  habitation  until  made  fit  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  3 

The  houses  concerned  were  situated  in  the  following  Parishes : — 

Codsall  .  3  Seisdon  and  Trysull  .  1 

Enville  .  4  Swindon  .  1 

Kinver  .  1  Wrottesley  .  3 

Lower  Penn  1  Wombourn  .  2 

Pattingham  .  1 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 

Clearance  Area  procedure  was  first  used  within  the  Rural 
District  in  1959  and  prior  to  1963  ten  areas,  comprising  53  houses 
in  all,  had  been  confirmed.  Two  areas  had  been  compulsorily 
purchased  as  sites  for  old  persons  bungalows,  seven  areas  were  dealt 
with  by  way  of  Clearance  Orders,  and  one  was  in  progress  of 
acquisition. 

During  1963  the  following  area  was  declared: — 

Number  of 


Area  Houses 

No.  1 1  (High  Street,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area  .  8 


This  was  dealt  with  by  way  of  compulsory  purchase. 
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Whilst  Clearance  Area  procedure  in  respect  of  small  areas 
incurs  considerably  more  administrative  work  than  the  individual 
unfit  house  procedure,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  not  only  is  it  the 
correct  method  of  dealing  with  these  small  groups  of  houses,  but  it 
has  the  advantage  of  ensuring  that  the  site  is  properly  developed  as 
a  whole,  instead  of  individual  houses  being  improved  and  the 
houses  adjacent  standing  derelict. 

Housing  Improvements 

Whilst  the  unfit  housing  programme  continues  to  be  dealt  with  at 
a  satisfactory  pace,  I  am  ever  mindful  of  the  inevitable  effect  upon  it  of 
the  number  of  older  houses  which  if  not  improved  will  eventually 
degenerate  into  unfit  houses.  Considerable  time  and  effort  was  spent 
during  the  year  in  attempting  to  persuade  the  owners  of  suitable 
properties  to  bring  them  up  to  modern  standards.  No  less  than  914 
visits  were  made  by  your  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  this  work,  and  the 
following  statistics  surely  indicate  that  only  by  measures  of  compuls¬ 
ion  will  sufficient  numbers  of  houses  be  improved. 

Number  of  houses  surveyed  and  found  suitable  for 

improvement  .  274 

Number  of  houses  being  improved  as  a  result  of  visits: — 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  22 

( b )  Owner/occupied  houses  10 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  applications  were  made  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  during 
the  year,  and  no  action  was  taken  under  this  Act. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  all 
relating  to  noise  from  one  particular  factory.  Most  of  these  com¬ 
plaints  were  in  respect  of  night  working.  Whilst  every  co-operation 
was  received  from  the  management  of  this  factory  when  approached 
regarding  complaints,  nevertheless  much  of  the  nuisance  could 
probably  have  been  avoided  if  a  little  more  preliminary  thought  had 
been  given  to  this  question  of  noise.  It  must  surely  be  very  obvious 
that  what  is  a  bearable  noise  in  the  day  time  can  be  quite  devastating 
at  night. 

It  has  not  yet  been  necessary  to  take  any  formal  proceedings 
under  this  Act. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


On  the  1st  October  the  No.  1  (Himley)  Smoke  Control  Order 
came  into  effect.  The  area  was  situated  between  High  Areal  and 
The  Straits  at  Himley,  and  was  made  to  round  off  the  area  of  develop¬ 
ment  already  covered  by  Smoke  Control  Orders  within  the  adjoining 
Urban  District  of  Sedgley.  Whilst  the  number  of  houses  included  is 
only  18  with  6  more  to  be  built,  it  represents  a  start  in  the  control 
of  domestic  smoke,  which  is  after  all  the  main  source  of  pollution 
in  a  rural  district  of  this  character. 

Constant  pressure  has  been  maintained  upon  the  owners  of 
factories  and  other  installations  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  and  much  progress  has  been  achieved 
by  the  conversion  or  elimination  of  the  older  types  of  hand-fired 
boiler  plant. 


SHOPS  ACT 

There  are  203  shop  premises  within  the  district.  Most  visits 
were  made  in  conjunction  with  inspections  under  other  Acts  and 
Regulations,  but  51  visits  were  specifically  made  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Shops  Act. 

No  serious  problems  were  encountered  in  obtaining  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
shop  workers,  but  confusion  still  exists  over  what  can  or  cannot  be 
sold  on  Sundays  and  weekly  half-days.  The  existing  law  on  these 
matters  is  so  complex  and  out-dated  that  enforcement  is  well  nigh 
impossible.  It  is  hoped  that  some  amending  and  more  logical  legis¬ 
lation  will  soon  be  forthcoming. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises 


Butchers  Shops  21 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  12 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  9 

Grocers  Shops  .  77 

Hotels  and  Restaurants  10 

Public  Houses  45 

Other  Food  Premises  43 


454  visits  were  made  to  these  food  premises  during  the  year 
and  57  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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TABLE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING  1963 


Butchers  Shops 

Cafes  &  Snack  Bars 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Grocers  Shops 

Hotels  &  Restaurants  | 

Public  Houses 

Other  Food  Premises 

Totals 

Structurally  altered  . 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

6 

7 

19 

Cleansed  and  Redecorated 

5 

1 

3 

17 

5 

7 

16 

54 

Improved  tables  and 
Equipment 

5 

— 

2 

7 

4 

— 

6 

24 

Sinks  and  Wash  Hand 

Basins  provided 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

11 

Constant  Hot  Water 
provided 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

9 

13 

Improved  personal 
hygiene  and  handling 

4 

— 

1 

11 

— 

4 

10 

30 

Improved  Sanitary 
Accommodation 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

7 

5 

16 

This  table  indicates  the  results  of  our  re-visiting  of  food  premises, 
and  confirms  our  determination  that  a  high  standard  of  food 
hygiene  shall  be  maintained  throughout  the  district. 


Licensed  Clubs 

The  opportunity  given  in  the  Licensing  Act,  1961,  to  make 
reports  to  the  Licensing  Justices  upon  the  suitability  of  club  premises 
proved  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  existing  powers  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  During  the  year  reports  were  made  upon  1 1  such 
premises,  and  as  a  result  improvements  will  have  to  be  effected  at 
4  of  them. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


A  total  of  585  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 


Slaughterhouses 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year.  The  largest  is  at  Pattingham  operated  by  a  wholesale  meat 
company,  the  other  two  are  at  Codsall  and  Wrottesley  respectively, 
and  are  operated  by  retail  butchers  for  their  own  individual 
requirements. 

The  Appointed  Day  for  the  operation  of  the  construction 
regulations  within  this  district  was  1st  April,  1961,  and  due  compliance 
with  these  regulations  has  been  maintained. 


Meat  Inspection 

Inspection  of  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
throughout  the  year  was  continued,  but  it  again  necessitated  visits  by 
your  Officers  outside  normal  working  hours.  The  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963,  made  this  inspection  compulsory  from  the 
1st  October,  and  those  authorities  who  have  not  been  carrying  out 
100%  inspection  will  now  have  to  do  so.  These  Regulations  also 
contained  set  procedures  for  meat  inspection,  so  that  the  recommended 
methods  by  which  we  had  previously  carried  out  this  work  now 
became  statutory  obligations. 

The  inspection  table  continues  to  show  the  steady  elimination  of 
animal  diseases.  The  one  bovine  animal  affected  with  Tuberculosis 
was  the  first  in  three  years;  and  the  percentage  of  pigs  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  was  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  Parasitic  infections  again 
accounted  for  most  of  the  organs  condemned,  and  of  the  four  sheep 
carcases  which  were  condemned  two  were  for  Emaciation  and  two  for 
Septicaemia. 


Food  Inspection 

The  following  other  foods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of : — 

1  Tin  of  Corned  Mutton 
16  Tins  of  Shrimps 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1004 

3 

20 

3872 

558 

— 

Number  inspected 

1004 

3 

20 

3872 

558 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerei  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

150 

2 

— 

107 

25 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerei 

14.9 

66.6 

2.9 

4.5 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tub¬ 
erculosis 

0.1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1.4 

- 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  bv  refrigeration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 
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ICE  CREAM 


97  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  a  number  of  mobile  vehicles 
based  in  adjacent  authorities  also  operated  in  this  area.  1963  saw  the 
arrival  of  an  additional  number  of  new  mobile  traders  manufacturing 
and  retailing  the  popular  soft  ice  cream  product. 


This  soft  ice  cream  is  reconstituted  from  a  liquid  or  powder  mix 
in  the  soft-serve  machine  which  is  installed  in  the  vehicle.  As  the 
mobile  vehicle  evades  the  registration  which  is  required  of  premises, 
these  “mobile  ice  cream  factories”  cannot  be  supervised  to  the  same 
extent  as  static  premises.  As  a  further  complication  these  vehicles 
retail  in  a  number  of  different  authorities,  and  do  not  necessarily  work 
from  a  permanent  depot.  It  had  been  anticipated  that  these  soft- 
serve  machines  might  not  be  properly  cleansed  and  sterilised  by  the 
less  careful  trader,  and  our  fears  in  this  respect  soon  materialised. 


For  the  first  time  in  many  years  samples  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  were  categorised  in  Grade  4,  the  grade  within  which 
no  samples  should  fall.  All  the  Grade  4  samples  indicated  in  the 
tables  that  follow  were  of  soft  ice  cream  from  these  mobile  vehicles. 
In  all  cases  it  became  evident  that  sterilisation  methods  were  to  blame, 
but  with  the  co-operation  of  the  adjoining  authorities  from  which 
these  vehicles  came,  the  necessary  improvements  were  obtained  and 
satisfactory  samples  then  ensued. 


A  total  of  100  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of  the  soft  ice  cream  samples 
previously  referred  to,  other  samples  were  satisfactory. 


GRADES 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

85 

4 

1 

10 

100 
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Summarised  according  to  manufacturers: — 


Manufac¬ 

turer 

No.  of 
Retailers 
selling  in 
this  area 

Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“A” 

32 

16 

_ 

— 

_ 

16 

"B” 

30 

23 

— 

— 

— 

23 

“C” 

15 

13 

1 

— 

— 

14 

“D” 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

“E” 

5 

7 

2 

1 

— 

10 

“F” 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

“G” 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

“H” 

Mobile  Vans 

5 

— 

— 

5 

10 

<<T” 

Mobile  Vans 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

“J” 

Mobile  Vans 

6 

— 

— 

4 

10 

“KM 

Mobile  Vans 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

97 

85 

4 

1 

10 

100 

The  recommendations  of  the  Laboratory  are  that  the  results 
should  be  judged  on  a  series  of  samples  rather  than  on  any  single 
sample  and  that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grades  1  or  2,  not  more 
than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN 


1 

£ 

(J  -M 

Lj  *h  CD 

br 

CD 

£ 

rf  lO  | 

r"-1  1 

H 

Pos. 

Turbidity 

Test 

Neg. 

74 

Pos. 

0) 
i  c o 

CO  crt  -+-J 

o  iS  « 

Neg. 

134 
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Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered 
Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken  for  examination 
during  1963. 

Milk 


Tuberculin  Tested  .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  .  18 

Pasteurised  .  5 

Sterilised  .  8 
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All  genuine 


General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  70 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  66 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  .  4 


Classification 

Peppermint  Cordial 
Mint  in  Vintage  Vinegar 
Cheese  Spread 

Ham  Flavoured  Green  Pea  Soup 

Mixed  Fruit  Jam 

Mandarin  Oranges  in  light  Syrup 

Evaporated  Milk 

Pork  Sausages  containing 

preservative  (9  samples) 

Lard 

Beef  Sausage  containing 
preservative 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pies  (2  samples) 
Sultana  Slab  Cake 
Instant  Coffee 
Condensed  Cream  Soup 
Fresh  Sweet  Corn 
Ginger  Beer 


Seville  Marmalade 
Irish  Stewed  Steak 

Pasteurised  Double  Cream 

(2  samples) 

Double  Cream 
Pork  Pie 

Chocolate  Spread 
Sweet  Pickle 
Red  Sockeye  Salmon 
Peeled  Shrimps 
Soft  Ice  Cream  (2  samples) 
Buttered  Tea  Cakes 
Buttered  Scones 
Buttered  Toast 

Orange  Decorated  Soft  Ice  Cream 

Fruit  &  Nut  Decorated  Soft  Ice 
Cream 

Milk  Biscuits 
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Fish  Fingers  (3  samples) 
Cheese  Spread  with  Prawns 
Plum  Peeled  Tomatoes 
New  Improved  Crab 
Garden  Mint  in  Vinegar 
Glace  Cherries 
Malt  Vinegar 
Tomato  Juice 
Pickled  Onions 
Ice  Cream  (3  samples) 
Baking  Powder 
Chutney 
Ginger  Loaf 


Prunes 

Ground  White  Pepper 

Stoned  Dates 

Egg  and  Bacon  Breakfast 

Whole  Rice 

Ground  Almonds 

Vegetarian  Savoury 

Fruit  and  Nut  Breakfast  Food 

Faggots  in  Rich  Gravy 

Fish  Cakes 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples  and  Action  Taken 

Pasteurised  Double  Cream— Informal 

Deficient  of  its  proper  proportion  of  fat.  Noted  for  further 

samples. 


Buttered  Tea  Cakes— Formal 

The  fatty  spread  portion  contained  no 
significant  amount  of  butter  and  it  con¬ 
sisted  of  margarine  or  some  similar 
product. 


Pleaded  Guilty — 
Fined  £5  each 
party  with  £2-12-6 
each  costs. 


Buttered  Toast — Formal 

The  fatty  spread  portion  contained  no  sig-  Pleaded  Guilty — 
nificant  amount  of  butter  and  it  consisted  Fined  £2-10-0. 

of  margarine  or  some  similar  product.  each  party  with 

£2-12-6  each  costs. 


Orange  Decorated  Soft  Ice  Cream  Containing  Fruit 

26%  deficient  of  its  Firm  gone  into 

proper  proportion  of  fat.  liquidation. 
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CARAVANS 


The  Council’s  policy  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  caravan  sites  and 
to  regroup  those  displaced  on  to  a  limited  number  of  medium  and 
larger  sites  with  higher  standards  of  health  and  amenity.  Work  in 
conjunction  with  this  policy  continued  throughout  the  year.  1 1 
Discontinuance  Orders  which  had  been  made  and  confirmed, 
involving  66  caravans,  were  to  become  operative  in  1964  and  1965; 
and  by  this  time  the  Council  intend  to  have  completed  their  Hinksford 
Caravan  Site  for  occupation.  During  the  year  the  proposed  lay-out 


of  this  12  acre  site  was  given  very  careful  consideration,  and  it  w  as 
intended  that  the  final  approved  plan  should  produce  a  most  desirable 
caravan  site  with  every  possible  facility  individually  provided  to  each 
standing.  Progress  also  continued  for  the  acquisition  of  some 
3.1  acres  of  land  at  Brockleys  Walk,  Rim  er,  for  a  second  Council  site. 
Meanwhile  there  were  9  other  sites  containing  12  caravans  licenced 
temporarily  with  run-down  directions  which  can  also  be  accommod¬ 
ated  at  Hinksford. 


Upon  the  3  large  privately  operated  sites  considerable  works  of 
improvement  were  effected  throughout  the  year  to  bring  them  up  to 
the  new  standards.  A  formal  visit  was  made  in  November  by  the 
Caravans  Committee  to  the  White  Harte  Caravan  Site,  Rimer,  which 
was  the  first  large  site  in  the  area  to  fully  comply  with  the  new 
standards.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  see  those  people  who  wish  to  reside 
in  caravans  now  having  the  proper  standards  of  health  and  amenity 
to  which  they  are  entitled. 

A  number  of  caravans  were  removed  during  the  year  from  the 
smaller  individual  sites  and  their  run-down  conditions  of  licence 
prevented  replacement.  The  overall  position  in  this  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Sites  with  permanent  or  long  term  approvals 

Site  Total 

Licences  Caravans 


Sites  with  20  or  more  caravans  3  114 

Sites  with  less  than  20  caravans  3  S 

Sites  with  short-term  (run-down)  approvals 

Sites  with  20  or  more  caravans  ...  1  27 

Sites  with  less  than  20  caravans  22  53 

Council  owned  sites 

Sites  with  20  or  more  caravans  .  —  42 

Totals  29  244 
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PREVENTION  Of  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  in  1963: 


Summary  of  Treatments 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

I dwellings 
including 
Council 
Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Premises 

Total 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of: 
(a)  Notification 

1  35 

8 

2 

145 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  J949  Act  . 

13 

J  30 

10 

41 

194 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  which  were 
found  to  be  Infested 
by  : 

Major  (over  20; 

Minor 

13 

J  39 

7 

2 

161 

Major 

VT ir  o  _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

14 

*) 

*) 

— 

17 

No.  of  Properties  Trea¬ 
ted  . 

13 

135 

8 

2 

158 

Total  Treatments  car¬ 
ried  out 

93 

147 

10 

2 

252 

SEWER  TREATMENTS 


T est  I  iait  A  n n  u  al  1  0  % 

1961 

1 962 

J  963 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  under  test 

720 

720 

1,500 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  baited 

73 

74 

150 

No.  of  Manholes  in  systems  showing 
“Take"  . 

1 

— 

— 

Your  operator  was  also  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  545 
obstructed  drains  during  the  year,  the  destruction  of  1  17  wasps  nests 
and  many  other  extraneous  duties. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

88  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  18  of  these  are  public  filling  stations  and  70  are 
private  installations. 

Conditions  of  licence  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code, 
with  additional  conditions  to  govern  the  use  of  petroilers.  A  total 
of  186  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  which  resulted  in  the 


following: — 

Tanks  and  Pipelines  tested  7 

Vent  pipes  repaired  .  8 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  8 

Safety  Warning  Notices  provided  16 

Electrical  Equipment  checked  .  6 

Other  Works  11 


The  West  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts  Administration  Group  was 
formed  in  1959  with  the  following  objectives: — 

1.  The  advancement  of  scientific  and  technical  knowledge 
required  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  a  Petroleum 
Officer. 

2.  The  supply  and  interchange  of  information  which  cannot 
at  present  be  obtained  nationally. 

3.  To  obtain,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  uniformity  in  the 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

Meetings  were  held  throughout  the  year  and  these  were  of  great 
benefit  to  all  concerned  with  the  administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Staffing 

The  establishment  maintained  throughout  the  year  was  as 
follows: — 


Cleansing  Foreman  .  1 

Refuse  Collectors  and  Reliefs  .  38 

Pan  Emptying  Team  .  3 

Cesspool  Emptying  Team  .  2 

Tip  Attendant  .  1 

Mechanics  .  2 

Rodent  Operative  1 
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This  is  one  man  more  than  in  1962  but,  in  spite  of  the  increased 
growth  of  the  district  and  much  improved  collections,  it  is  still  one 
less  than  in  1960.  This  achievement  has  been  brought  about  by  work 
study  and  the  incentive  bonus  scheme.  Another  benefit  from  this 
new  working  has  been  in  relation  to  labour  turnover.  There  was 
throughout  1963  a  stability  of  staff  such  as  had  not  been  enjoyed  for 
many  years  past. 

The  sickness  rate  for  the  year  was  rather  high,  amounting  to  616 
man-days,  the  main  causes  being  classified  as  colds,  bronchitis  and 
chest  afflictions.  Injury  at  work  accounted  for  42  days  lost.  The 
sickness  and  absenteeism  rates  were  undoubtedly  influenced  by  the 
employment  of  3  registered  disabled  men.  Proper  protective 
clothing  is  issued  to  all  employees. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  department’s  workmen  are  as  follows: — 


1961  1962  1963 

3.9%  6.6%  Sickness  rate  5.1% 

Not  recorded  0.5%  Absentee  rate  0.8% 

46  years  44  years  Average  age  of  employees  44  years 

1\  years  1\  years  Average  length  of  service  1\  years 


Incentive  Bonus  Scheme 

This  incentive  bonus  scheme,  which  was  introduced  late  in  1961 
following  a  detailed  work  study  investigation  by  Consultants,  brought 
about  an  immediate  and  dramatic  increased  rate  of  working  in  the 
Cleansing  services,  as  was  shown  by  figures  quoted  in  the  1962  Annual 
Report.  This  rate  of  working  was  not  only  maintained  in  1963  but 
was  raised  still  further  and,  together  with  carefully  planned  reorganisa¬ 
tion  of  rounds,  new  deployment  of  staff  and  systematic  checks  and 
controls,  a  further  overall  increase  in  productivity  of  3.1%  was 
obtained. 

The  figures  in  the  table  below  show  the  beneficial  effect  of  this 
scheme  on  both  employees  and  ratepayers.  The  figures  are  based 
on  the  difference  in  conditions  as  recorded  in  May  1961  and  as 
obtained  in  the  last  quarter  of  1963.  In  assessing  the  earnings  and 
unit  labour  costs,  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  were  3  basic 
wage-rate  increases  (approximately  3  %  on  each  occasion)  between 
these  two  dates. 


Man-hours 

Product¬ 

Men's 

Unit 

Labour 

worked 

Output 

ivity 

Earnings 

Cost 

Refuse  Collection 

-14% 

+  56% 

+  80% 

+  30% 

-28  % 

Pan  Emptying 

-22% 

+  7% 

+  38% 

+  28% 

No 

Cesspool  Emptying 

-  5% 

+  17% 

+  13% 

+27% 

change 

+  7% 

Similar  results 

have  been 

achieved 

in  other 

sections 

studied, 

i.e.,  pest  control,  refuse  disposal,  vehicle  maintenance. 
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Vehicle  Maintenance 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  all  the 
Council’s  vehicles.  Two  skilled  mechanics  carry  out  servicing, 
repairs,  overhauls  and  re-painting  to  the  mixed  fleet  of  27  road 
vehicles,  as  well  as  attention  to  three  sewage  works  dumpers, 
5  mowing  machines  and  other  items  of  plant. 

A  servicing  programme  ensures  that  every  road  vehicle  is  brought 
into  the  garage  at  least  once  a  month  whilst  every  six  months  the 
vehicle  is  subject  to  more  thorough  inspection  and  attention. 
Preventive  maintenance  is  applied  moderately,  in  the  light  of  operating 
experience. 

Vehicle  statistics  are  as  follows: — 


1961  1962  1963 

28  29-30  Number  of  vehicles 

(including  dumpers)  .  30 

Not  recorded  319  Number  of  maintenance  services 

carried  out  .  342 

4.7  4.0  Percentage  of  vehicle  time 

off  the  road  .  3.5 

245,617  252,666  Fleet  mileage  .  264,540 


Vehicles  operating  Cleansing  Services 

The  following  vehicles  in  use  in  1963  were  all  diesel  engined: — 

3  Karrier  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collectors  25  cu.  yds.  capacity 

1  Karrier  ,,  ,,  ,,  12  cu.  yds.  capacity 

3  Dennis  Paxit  ,,  ,,  18  cu.  yds.  capacity 

2  Dennis  Side-loading  ,,  „  12  cu.  yds.  capacity 

1  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  800  gallons 

1  Ford- Yorkshire  Cesspool  Emptier  1,000  gallons 
1  Ford  Trader  Tipping  Lorry  5-ton  pay  load 

1  Bray  Mechanical  Loading  Shovel  1 J  cu.  yd.  bucket. 


Two  new  vehicles  were  purchased;  a  4-wheel  drive  Bray  tractor 
for  refuse  disposal  to  replace  a  two  wheel  drive  vehicle,  and  the 
rodent  operator’s  5  cwt.  van  was  traded  in  at  63,500  miles  before  any 
engine  repairs  had  been  undertaken. 

The  average  age  of  the  Cleansing  vehicles  by  the  end  of  the  year 
was  5 \  years.  The  overall  operating  costs,  including  depreciation  and 
administration,  but  excluding  driver’s  wages  averaged  out  as  follows: 


1962/63 

1963/64 

£907 

Refuse  collecting  vehicle 

£900 

£1,060 

Cesspool  emptying  vehicle 

£1,096 

£1,263 

Tip  Tractor 

£1,178 

£674 

5-ton  lorry 

£584 
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Because  of  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  refuse,  the  long  haul  to 
the  tip  and  the  many  narrow  roads  of  this  district,  it  will  be  advantag¬ 
eous  in  the  future  to  take  advantage  of  the  new  model  refuse  collectors 
which  give  much  greater  compaction  though  more  specialised 
maintenance  will  be  called  for. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  severe  weather  conditions  in  January  and  February  made  the 
target  of  weekly  collections  throughout  the  district  impossible;  what 
was  achieved  was  a  collection  about  every  10  days  though  some 
isolated  properties  had  to  be  missed  where  roads  were  quite 
impassable  on  the  collection  day.  Every  effort  was  made  to  pick 
these  up  on  the  next  cycle.  Very  few  complaints  were  received  in 
this  period;  instead  a  considerable  amount  of  well-earned  praise  for 
the  valiant  efforts  of  collection  teams. 

From  March  onwards  the  weekly  collection  was  maintained 
except  that  after  public  holidays  the  rounds  fell  back  according  to  the 
number  of  days  the  holiday  extended.  No  complete  suspension  of 
collections  was  made  in  August  Bank  Holiday  week,  as  in  the  previous 
year,  but  holidays  were  staggered  so  that  the  service  continued 
without  break. 

Seven  teams  were  employed  full-time  on  collecting  and  returning 
to  the  rear  of  properties,  and  in  addition  one  extra  team  was  engaged 
on  this  work  for  one  day  each  week.  The  complement  of  five  teams 
was  driver  and  4  men,  whilst  driver  and  2  men  made  up  the  other 
teams  collecting  from  scattered  areas.  The  average  length  of  haul 
is  6\  miles  and  the  weekly  mileage  approximates  1,500.  Test  weighings 
of  refuse  were  obtained  twice  in  the  year.  Other  statistics  are  as 


follows: — 

1961 

1962 

1963 

10,650 

14,232 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied 
each  week  of  the  year 

14,804 

12,127  tons 

12,168  tons 

Annual  weight  of  refuse 
collected  from  dustbins 

12,220  tons 

17.5  cwts. 

17.5  cwts. 

Density  of  refuse  per  1,000 
population  per  day 

17.2  cwts. 

1,471 

1,510 

Weekly  vehicle  mileage 

1,482 

6.45 

11.2 

Bins  emptied  per  man-hour 

11.4 

1961/2 

1962/3 

1963/4 

£2.  14.  4 

£2.  16.  6 

Cost  per  ton  of  refuse  collected  £2.  19.  8 

£2.  13.8 

£2.  14.  1 

Cost  per  premise  per  year 

£2.  16.  10 

1.0|d. 

11  id. 

Cost  per  bin  emptied 

llid. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

The  central  controlled  tip  at  Botterham  was  in  operation  and 
received  all  the  refuse  collected  bv  the  Council  as  well  as  an  estimated 
1,650  tons  of  trade  refuse,  mainly  from  local  factories  for  which  a 
charge  of  7/od.  per  load  was  made.  One  mechanical  loading  shovel 
was  used  to  excavate  sub-soil  on  the  site  and  keep  the  tip  properly 
covered.  No  serious  infestations  occurred  and  there  was  no  need 
for  use  of  insecticidal  dressing. 

The  space  occupied  by  one  ton  of  refuse  after  consolidation  is 
estimated  at  2  cubic  yards,  the  refuse  having  an  average  density 
winter  and  summer  -of  just  under  4  cwts.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
volume  of  refuse  produced  per  head  of  population  in  this  area  is 
1.38  cu.  yds.  Other  statistics  are  given: 


1961/2  1962/3  1963  4 

12,431  13,387  Tonnage  of  house  and  trade  refuse 

disposed  of  14,135 

4s.  8d.  4s.  7d.  Cost  per  ton  disposed  of  4s.  5d. 

Future  tipping  space  for  refuse  disposal  has  been  assured  by  the 
Council's  successful  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  some  6.1  acres  of 
land  at  Seisdon.  This  was  an  old  sand  quarry  which  was  ideally 
suited  for  the  purpose.  No  agreement  could  be  reached  w  ith  regard 
to  compensation,  and  during  the  year  under  review  the  Lands  Tribunal 
met  and  duly  awarded  compensation  in  the  sum  of  £3.500. 


Pan  Closet  Emptying 

The  number  of  pans  emptied  weekly  during  1963  did  not  fall 
below  1962  numbers  in  spite  of  new  sewer  connections,  improvement 
grants  and  W.C.  conversions.  This  was  because  the  round  was 
extended  to  include  a  number  of  isolated  cottages  and  temporary 
structures  not  previously  called  upon.  Collections  in  the  extreme 
cold  of  January  and  February  became  very  difficult,  not  only  due  to 
the  difficulty  of  access  of  many  of  these  isolated  properties,  but  also 
because  the  contents  had  in  many  cases  frozen  in  the  pan.  The  two 
schools  in  the  district  which  still  remain  with  pan  closets  had  a  twice- 
weekly  collection.  Disinfectant  powder  is  carried  on  the  vehicle. 

A  team  of  driver  and  2  loaders  were  employed  on  the  service  for 
3  days  each  week,  the  remainder  of  the  w  eek  being  utilised  in  cesspool 
emptying  or  refuse  collection.  The  vehicle  used  was  a  800-gallon 
Dennis  cesspool  emptier  with  nightsoil  attachment.  The  nightsoil 
was  disposed  of  at  Wombourn  sewage  works.  Statistics  relating  to 


the  service  are  as  follows: — 

1961  1962  1963 

475  448  Average  number  of  pans  emptied 

each  w  eek  of  year  ...  454 

487  434  Number  of  premises  collected  from  437 

(Not  recorded)  187  Weekly  vehicle  mileage  ....  188 

4.0  4.6  Pans  emptied  per  man-hour  5.2 
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1961/2  1962/3  1963/4 

2s.  lOd.  2s.  7d.  Overall  cost  per  pan  emptied  2s.  2d. 

£7.  11.  10.  £6.  14.  10.  Annual  cost  per  premises  served  £5  17.  1. 

C e s s p o o  1  Km  p  t y  i  a  a 

One  team  of  driver  and  mate  was  employed  full  time  on  this 
service  throughout  the  year  with  a  1,000  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier, 
and  another  team  employed  2  days  each  week  after  completion 
of  the  pan-emptying  round.  Occasional  assistance  was  also  given  by 
the  Cesspool  emptier  and  men  employed  normally  by  the  Surveyor  for 
de-sludging  at  small  sewage  works.  Disposal  is  by  discharge  onto 
sludge  drying  beds  at  Wombourn  Works  and  discharge  into  selected 
manholes  on  the  sewers  at  Kinver,  Codsall  and  Pattingham. 


Demands  on  this  service  did  not  slacken  in  the  year  in  spite  of 
relief'  by  sewerage  schemes  at  Orton  Eane  Wombourn,  Sytch  Lane 
Wombourn,  and  Ivcrley.  A  greater  quantity  of  cesspool  contents 
was  removed  than  ever  before  as  is  shown  by  the  following  statistics: 


1 96 1 

3  962 

1963 

74 

76 

Loads  collected  each  week  of  year 

89 

2.622 

2.434 

Total  number  of  cesspools  emptied 

2.654 

688 

754 

Number  of  cesspools  in  district 

742 

850 

901 

Number  of  properties  served  by 
cesspools 

865 

3.96 

3.88 

I  housands  of  gallons  collected 
from  each  property  served 

4.40 

(Not  recorded; 

485 

Weekly  vehicle  mileage 

474 

0.71 

0.73 

Cesspool  loads  collected  per  man-hour 

0.78 

3  96 ! /2 

1962/3 

3963/4 

£1.6 

£1.73 

Overall  cost  per  cesspool  emptied 

£1.6 

£1.2 

£1.1 

Overall  cost  per  1 ,000  gallons  removed 

£1.1 

Refuse  Receptacles 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  75(3;  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  since  1954  have  undertaken  to  supply  and  maintain 
dustbins  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse.  The  present  annual  charge 
is  6s.  6d.  per  bin.  Bins  are  now  provided  by  the  Council  at  2,269 
private  houses  and  3,2 1 6  council  houses.  This  total  of  5,485  out  of  the 
total  houses  in  the  District  shows  that  42.5%  of  all  refuse  receptacles 
at  houses  are  now  issued  and  maintained  by  the  Council. 
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The  operation  of  the  fixed  annual  charge  scheme  presents  many 
problems  of  administration  in  an  area  where  frequent  changes  of 
occupier  occur,  and  the  work  involved  in  recovering  all  these  charges 
is  considerable.  Although  the  Council  did  consider  changing  this 
scheme  to  a  general  rate  fund  service  early  in  the  year,  they  decided 
against  it.  If,  however,  the  cleansing  service  is  to  be  made  less  noisy, 
less  dusty  and  more  attractive  to  labour,  as  circumstances  in  the 
future  may  well  dictate,  then  the  only  way  of  achieving  suitable 
standard  containers,  e.g.,  plastic  dustbins,  dustless  loading  lids,  or 
paper  sack  stands,  generally  through  the  district,  is  by  use  of  a 
compulsory  bin  provision  scheme  preferably  by  means  of  a  general 
rate  fund  charge. 

A  move  towards  less  noise  was  made  in  the  year  by  starting 
purchases  of  dustbins  with  rubber  lids,  and  by  installation  of  paper 
sacks  at  the  Hillborough  Rise  Council  Houses,  Kinver.  From  results 
of  this  pilot  scheme,  extension  of  the  paper  sack  system  to  other 
Council  estates  where  carries  are  long  and  steep  can  now  be  given 
consideration.  Paper  sacks  were  also  found  useful  to  issue  to  a 
group  of  houses  whose  normal  access  had  been  cut  by  a  landslide. 
Another  experiment  was  made  at  Christmas  by  issue  of  these  sacks 
to  2,000  houses  for  use  for  excess  refuse.  These  did  prove  a  facility 
to  some  householders  but  did  not  materially  speed  up  collections  after 
the  holiday,  as  had  been  hoped. 

Litter  Clearance 

Regular  weekly  litter  clearance  is  undertaken  as  part  of  the 
Cleansing  services.  Shopping  areas,  village  centres,  commons  and 
picnic  areas  are  visited  regularly  each  week  either  by  refuse  collectors 
employed  on  overtime,  part-time  pensioners,  a  special  team  of 
workmen  with  lorry  when  available,  or  by  refuse  teams  which  are 
able  to  complete  their  rounds  ahead  of  schedule.  Five  lay-bys  on 
trunk  roads  are  kept  tidy  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

It  is  discouraging  to  report  that  the  dumping  of  refuse  on  or  close 
to  the  roadside  in  every  parish  of  the  district  by  householders  and  by 
some  business  concerns  has  persisted  in  the  year.  The  erection  of 
litter  signs,  both  polite  and  threatening,  at  favourable  dumping  spots, 
the  dissemination  of  anti-litter  propaganda,  both  local  and  national, 
to  schools  and  on  notice  boards,  the  provision  of  an  adequate  refuse 
collection  service,  both  for  trade  and  house  refuse,  giving  special 
collections  for  bulky  house  refuse — none  of  this  seems  to  have  been  of 
avail,  and  it  is  all  the  more  infuriating  when  the  material  dumped  is 
found  to  have  arisen  from  outside  the  district.  Three  such  deposits 
were  traced  back  to  offenders  in  the  year  who  were  re-charged  with  the 
cost  of  clearance  in  lieu  of  legal  proceedings. 
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The  costs  of  litter  clearance  have  risen  steeply  each  year  and  have 
doubled  within  4  years.  New  attractive  type  baskets  were  fixed  in 
Kinver  High  Street  and  at  Pattingham. 


Statistics: — 

1961  1962  1963 

150  150  Litter  baskets  provided  .  160 

(Not  recorded)  Man-hours  worked  weekly  on 

litter  clearance  .  54 

Costs  : — 

1961/2  1962/3  1963/4 

£990  £1,404  Overall  cost  of  litter  clearance  £1,632 


Salvage 

As  electrical  power  is  not  available  for  the  baling  of  waste  paper 
at  Botterham  Tip,  a  hand  baling  press  is  in  use.  This  work  is  carried 
out  on  a  limited  scale  only,  as  with  wage  rates  rising  hand  baling  is 
rapidly  becoming  an  uneconomical  method  of  working;  and  con¬ 
sequently  only  15-tons  of  waste  paper  were  baled,  and  this  was  sold 
to  the  mills  for  £117.  0s.  Od. 


Public  Conveniences 

New  public  conveniences  were  opened  at  Highgate  Common, 
mainly  for  the  benefit  of  visitors  to  this  open  area  of  countryside. 
Learning  from  past  experience,  their  design  was  made  as  vandal-proof 
as  possible.  This  brings  the  number  of  conveniences  in  the  area  up 
to  8 — none  have  coin  operated  locks  or  turnstiles. 


Vandalism  prohibits  consideration  of  improving  facilities  at  these 
conveniences;  it  necessitates  frequent  inspections  and  the  dis¬ 
heartening  effect  on  the  cleaners  can  be  seen.  Items  of  damage  and 
disrepair  are  reported  to  the  Surveyor  for  attention  by  the  direct 
labour  section. 
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FACTORIES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

24 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

82 

171 

10 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises)  . 

Total 

91 

195 

10 

1 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  13  4 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing 
Apparel  : — 
Making,  etc. 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S-2.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

. 

_____ 

. 

- 

_ 

Inadequate  Ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4.) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6.)  . 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

. 

Sanitary  Conve¬ 
niences  (S.7.) . 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  not  separate 
sexes 

2 

1 

8 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

Total 

10 

8 

— 

— 

1 
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